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Health & Social Care Moray 

COVID-19 update – 13.05.20 

 

Message from Simon Bokor-Ingram, Interim Chief Officer 

Dear colleagues, 

International Nurses’ Day comes in the midst of a national 

and worldwide event when there is a huge focus on health 

and care services, and the incredibly important roles that all 

our staff carry out during these challenging times. 

The commitment and dedication to ensuring our residents 

receive the care they need is appreciated by all the folk I talk 

to in the community. 

 I am meeting many people through the course of my work 

for the first time on the telephone or by video conferencing. I no longer need to 

shake a hand or eyeball someone in getting to know them, and my carbon footprint 

has never been lower. 

Humans are generally good at adapting - something we have all had to do over the 

last few months. The world has changed and we have changed with it. As we plan 

for the future let’s remember how far we have come in just a matter of weeks. We 

can make change and it can be as good, or even better.  

Kind regards,  

Simon 

 

Moray and Grampian figures – 1,102 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Grampian 

have been reported in national statistics since the beginning of March. 57 confirmed 

cases have been in the Moray local authority area. 99 confirmed patients were in 

hospital in Grampian with 11 confirmed and suspected patients in intensive care.  

There have been 10 deaths in Moray where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death 

certificate (2 in care homes, 4 in hospital and 4 at home) recorded up to 10th May. In 

total 409 deaths from all causes were registered to the same date (82 in care homes, 

175 in hospital and 152 at home). 

Testing in care homes – The Health Protection Team is leading on the roll out of 

testing of residents and staff in care homes reporting a single possible or confirmed 

case. The number of care homes which meet this definition in Grampian is large 

enough to mean that prioritisation must take place as to which homes are tested first, 

starting with those for whom we have greatest levels of concern. 

Delayed discharges – Our whole-system approach to reducing hospital bed days 

and minimising the risks to those who no longer need to be in an acute hospital bed 

through a strong focus on person-centred outcomes, continues to progress. The 

current number of delayed discharges stands at 10 (as at 12th May). 
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Community Response Team – The team, which is based at the Oaks, worked with 

42 patients during April. 27 referrals were for rapid response assessments and 

palliative care (COVID and non-COVID) and as anticipated, the majority were in the 

70+ age group. 15 surveillance tests were carried out for reporting to the Scottish 

Government. 

To make best use of the full capacity of the Community Response Team two new 

referral pathways have been added – a direct referral route from GP practices for 

palliative COVID patients and a referral route for short-term home care provision for 

COVID positive patients.  

PPE – Tests carried out on behalf of the Health and Safety Executive have indicated 

that Tiger goggles, with disposable lenses, that are used in Grampian in hospital, 

primary and social care (for non-aerosol generating procedures) do not meet the 

current standard for splash protection. As a result, these goggles are being taken 

back in and replacement stock has been pushed out to teams. 

The majority of PPE stock levels are showing as green, indicating there is a 

minimum 5 day supply available, although there is an ongoing issue with supplies of 

visors. 

New support resource – A new national platform has been launched to help health 

and care workers and carers look after their physical and mental health. 

The digital wellbeing hub will enable staff, carers, volunteers and their families to 

access relevant support when they need it, and provides a range of self-care and 

wellbeing resources designed to aid personal resilience as the whole workforce 

responds to the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19).   

Head to https://www.promis.scot/ to view the resources for individuals, managers 

and employers. 

International Nurses Day - International Nurses’ Day is celebrated around the world 

each year on 12 May.  

The day also marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale who 

founded modern nursing and pioneered infection control. 2020 has been designated 

International Year of the Nurse and Midwife to mark the bicentenary. 

It was marked in Moray with deliveries of specially decorated cupcakes to nurses 

along with a message of thanks and appreciation from: Jenny Gibb, Associate Nurse 

Director; Sam Thomas, Chief Nurse; and Linda Harper, Lead Nurse. 

Photos of some of our nursing teams have been shared on the Health & Social Care 

Moray Facebook page that has just reached 2,000 followers. 

Staff survey – The Health & Social Care Moray staff survey to capture experiences 

and learning, closes today, Wednesday 12th May. Responses should be made using 

the link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HSCM-COVID-19 
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