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Health & Social Care Moray 

COVID-19 update – 10.06.20 

 

Message from Simon Bokor-Ingram, Interim Chief Officer 

Dear colleagues, 

I sense anticipation in the air as we approach another 

decision point about a move to the next phase out of 

lockdown. At the same time, testing is ramping up 

significantly for staff working in care homes and the advice to 

people Shielding is to remain doing so for longer.  

We don’t yet know what the new normal looks and feels like, 

and it will be a moving picture as time goes on. Uncertainty 

can be stressful but it can also be an opportunity for creativity 

as we find solutions to the challenges of living life differently.  

I hope many folk will by now have watched the film (link in Working Together section 

below) highlighting the Home First approach. We already have lots of examples of 

different and successful ways of working across health and social care in response 

to covid-19 and we will need to continue that journey of innovation. If you have ideas, 

or questions, please do speak up in your team meetings. 

Thank you for all your efforts in continuing to provide excellent care for our Moray 

residents. 

Kind regards,  

Simon 

 

Latest figures – There continues to be a downward trend in the number of new 

COVID-19 cases across Grampian and collective cooperation continues to be at the 

centre of efforts to control the spread of coronavirus in our communities as we move 

through the phased easing of restrictions. 

No new covid-related deaths have been recorded in Moray in the past week and no 

new cases have been reported. 

Care homes – Routine tests will be offered to all care home staff in Scotland in a bid 

to curb the spread of coronavirus. A programme of testing for those who work in 

Moray care homes, even those that do not have a suspected case, will shortly be 

rolled out so that staff can stay off work and isolate as necessary. 

All care homes have taken part in virtual Q&A sessions with the Chief Nurse, 

Commissioning Team, Public Health and Care Inspectorate. Feedback has been 

very positive. Assurance visits are continuing along with daily enhanced leadership 

meetings and weekly multi-agency oversight meetings to provide professional clinical 

and care support. 
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Community hospitals – All 3 community hospitals are green with no cases of 

coronavirus among patients or staff. 

Delayed discharges – Delayed discharges have been reduced to single figures 

through the integrated approach led by the Enhanced Discharge Hub and stood at 7 

on 9 June.   

Dr Gray’s – Activity remains sustained in the general hospital with an increase in 

patients presenting with more challenging medical needs, possibly as a result of the 

stored up health debt with patients having delayed seeking early medical attention. 

A cohort of patients are waiting for beds in community hospitals and work is required 

to focus on improving patient flow in and out of hospital using a Home First 

approach.  

PPE – There are no issues with stock levels at present. The store has now moved to 

the Joint Equipment Store at Pinefield but the ordering process remains the same. 

The main NHS stock is held in community hospitals to support locality working. 

Safer workspaces – Our partnership workforce has both council employees working 

in NHS buildings and vice-versa. The Workforce Forum is to be re-established to 

ensure an integrated approach is taken to health and safety and HR guidance 

coming from the Local Authority and NHS to support staff returning to the work 

place. 

Working together – The film featuring the Chief Officers for Moray, Aberdeen City 

and Aberdeen Health & Social Care Partnerships and the Acute Sector in NHS 

Grampian has been viewed more than 1,800 times since its launch last week. 

The recording presents an update on work during the pandemic, the rapid 

achievements to date and looks ahead to the opportunities to embed the 

transformation that has already taken place. It can be viewed at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XvtMCb5jGU&feature=youtu.be 

NHS Grampian Chief Executive – Professor Amanda Croft has announced her 

intention to retire from the Chief Executive role in NHS Grampian at the end of the 

year. The recruitment process will start shortly and the extended notice period will 

allow Professor Croft to work with her successor to ensure a smooth transition. 

Test and Protect – The NHS Scotland Test and Protect service has been 

introduced to control the spread of coronavirus as lockdown measures are eased.  

The Scottish Government is working with key partners and stakeholders to get this 

vital message out to everyone across our communities. The initial phase of the 

awareness-raising campaign will run for 6 weeks to promote the process. 

Leaflets will be distributed from the week of 22 June to every household in Scotland 

providing key information about the service and guidance on the support available 

for those who need to isolate. 

http://www.hscmoray.co.uk/
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Extension to shielding – The shielding advice in Scotland has been extended from 

18 June to at least 31 July. Shielding is a measure to protect clinically extremely 

vulnerable people who are at very high risk of severe illness from coronavirus from 

coming into contact with the virus by minimising interactions between them and 

others. 

People who are shielding will continue to receive the support they have been getting, 

including pharmacy deliveries and free weekly food boxes. Additional support can be 

requested through the Grampian Assistance Hub. 
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